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Rwanda
Bolivia
Cuba
Seychelles
Sweden
Senegal
Mexico
South Africa 
Ecuador
Finland
Iceland
Namibia
Nicaragua
Mozambique
Norway
Andorra
Belgium
Spain
Ethiopia
Timor-Leste
Denmark
Netherlands
Angola
Slovenia
United Republic of Tanzania
Germany
Burundi
Argentina
Portugal
Serbia
Uganda
Costa Rica
Grenada
The F.Y.R. of Macedonia
El Salvador
Switzerland
Algeria
Zimbabwe
New Zealand
Tunisia
Cameroon
Italy
Trinidad and Tobago
Austria
Sudan
Guyana
Philippines
Nepal
United Kingdom
Australia
Luxembourg
Afghanistan
Peru
Lao People's Democratic Republic
Poland
Belarus
Kazakhstan
Dominican Republic
Israel
Viet Nam
Iraq
South Sudan
France
Canada
Honduras
Turkmenistan
Suriname
Mauritania
Lesotho
Equatorial Guinea
Estonia
Singapore
Cabo Verde
China
Lithuania
Albania
United Arab Emirates
Ireland
Eritrea
Dominica
Guinea
Republic of Moldova
Bosnia and Herzegovina
Monaco
Pakistan
Madagascar
Bulgaria
Cambodia
Bangladesh
Czech Republic
Liechtenstein
Slovakia
Colombia
Saudi Arabia
Greece
Kenya
United States of America
Kyrgyzstan
Tajikistan
Montenegro
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“Politics is a job that needs doing—by anyone who is interested enough 
to train for it and work at it. It's like housekeeping; someone has to do it. 
Whether the job is done by men or women is not important—only 
whether the job is done well or badly.” 

— Representative Helen Gahagan Douglas
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TIMELINE OF WOMEN IN CONGRESS
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Jeannette Rankin (R-MT) 
becomes first woman 
elected to Congress

Hattie Caraway (D-AR) 
becomes first woman 
elected to Senate

Patsy Mink (D-HI) 
becomes first Asian-American 

woman elected to Congres

Nancy Landon Kassebaum (R-KS)
 becomes first woman elected 
to a full  Senate term without 
her husband having previously 
served in Congress

Carol Mouseley Braun (D-IL) 
becomes first and only
African American woman 
elected to Senate

Nancy Pelosi (D-CA) 
becomes first woman to 

serve as Speaker of the House

114th Congress
Begins

Edith Nourse Rogers (R-MA) 
begins her 35 years in House, 
longest tenure of any woman

MEN
80.6%

WOMEN
19.4%

Shirley Chisholm (D-NY) 
becomes first African American 
woman elected to congress


